
Educator's Guide To Community 
W.A.T.E.R. Lesson Plans

Lesson Plan Activities that open up Pima County Stormwater 
Parks and the urban landscape as a dynamic environment 

for learning, connection, and community action.

BACKGROUND

Dear Educator, thank you for diving into the Community W.A.T.E.R. (Water Advocates Training in Ecology, Equity, and 
Resilience). Community W.A.T.E.R. is a partnership program between Pima County Regional Flood Control District and 
Ironwood Tree Experience (ITE), a local youth and nature non profit. 

Community W.A.T.E.R. seeks to increase teacher and student engagement with their community through green 
stormwater infrastructure (GSI) and watershed education. To accomplish this goal, Community W.A.T.E.R. provides 
educational, experiential learning opportunities for students at Pima County Stormwater Park sites. 

Pima County’s Stormwater Parks are located throughout the city of Tucson and provide powerful opportunities for 
hands-on, place-based learning. These GSI sites are engineered to mimic natural systems by capturing stormwater 
runoff, and reduce localized flooding, and support native desert ecosystems. They are vibrant examples of how 
infrastructure can serve both people and nature, offering accessible, outdoor learning spaces in the heart of Tucson 
even to prepare youth for potential internships and workforce pathways in environmental careers.  

Teachers & Student Opportunities
Community W.A.T.E.R. provides support for teachers in the classroom and for their students in the field.

Educators who take part in Community W.A.T.E.R. professional development workshops can register at no cost for 
ITE-supported Field Studies for Schools, which include class trips to Pima County Stormwater Parks. These engaging 
experiences provide site-specific education, interactive environmental science activities, and help students 
understand their roles in safeguarding their watershed. Inspired students are encouraged to seek internships that 
offer valuable, skill-building, hands-on experiences for individuals aged 14 to 20.

Educators interested in participating in a Community W.A.T.E.R. professional development, or a Field Studies for 
School class field trip to Pima County Stormwater Parks are able to register on line at 
https://ironwoodtreeexperience.org/educator-and-school-programs

Community W.A.T.E.R. Lesson Plans

Community W.A.T.E.R. Lesson Plans and Worksheets contain the necessary teacher lesson plan information and 
student worksheets for a successful class field trip to a Pima County Stormwater Park site. Access to Community 
W.A.T.E.R. lesson plans and worksheets can be found at 
https://ironwoodtreeexperience.org/educator-and-school-programs
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The Anatomy of  W.A.T.E.R Lesson Plans

Lesson Plan Title: Indicates the 
name of the activity

Activity Icon: indicates the 
emphasis of the activity

Activity Vitals: shares key 
activity information to ensure 
Lesson Plan activity and 
curriculum are aligned. 

Activity Objectives: shares 
baseline outcomes that the 
Lesson Plan activity will 
achieve  

Suggested Curriculum 
Applications: shares academic 
subjects that  readily tie in with 
the Lesson Plan activity

Activity Description: shares 
background information about 
the Lesson Plan activity

Let's Get Started: introduces 
the activity methodology

Activity Material: Indicates 
the tools required to do the 
activity

Activity Procedure: Explains 
the step by step process for 
conducting the activity

Data Sheets: Identifies the data 
Sheets that should be printed for 
students to perform the activity 

Extensions: Activities that can deepen 
understanding, provide extra practice, 
or challenge advanced learners by 
applying learned concepts in new ways  


